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Herriot, Daladier. The fact that the party of individualism par
excellence played so consistently prominent a part in French
governments made the Third Republic what it was: socially
Conservative, politically progressive, and diplomatically na-
tionalistic. Its chief internal division concerned its attitude
towards Socialism, and the most important split came in 1910,
when those Radicals who favoured Socialism formed the small
but influential 'Republican Socialist Party3. But for most pur-
poses 'Radicals5 and 'Radical-Socialists' held together: though
within the organizational framework of the cadres survived a
rich diversity of shades of opinion.
The parliamentary representatives were organized by the
Radical Executive Committee, which arranged several meet-
ings a year. These meetings were normally attended by some
300 or 400 of the most active Radical leaders. The annual
Congress of the Party, capable of making momentous party
decisions, was loosely organized, and federations of local com-
mittees were but haphazardly represented as compared with
hundreds of influential individuals in Paris who could wire-pull
on the spot. The Party was not itself systematically or demo-
cratically run: and again ultimate powers of control relapsed
to the local cadres^
The Socialist Parties, though perpetually tending to split,
from the first reached a higher degree of organization in the
country and in parliament, and a closer connexion between
the two. Indeed, the further Left the more thorough was party
organization. The United Socialist Party dated from 1905,
when it was defined as ca class party, aiming at the socializa-
tion of the means of production and distribution: not a party
of reform, but a party of class and revolution, united against all
1 The 'Radical and Radical-Socialist Party' had, for example,
86 seats in the Chamber of 1919; 139 in 1924; 125 in 1928; 160 in
1932; 113 in 1937. The U.R.D. meanwhile dropped from 183 in 1919
to 103 in 1924, and 1928, and only 41 in 1932, and 54 in 1937; mean-
while the Socialist Party (S.F.I.O.) rose fairly steadily, too, from 68
in 1919 to 104 in 1924, 100 in 1928, 131 in 1932, and 151 in i9379
when it was the largest single party in the Chamber and Blum became
Prime Minister.